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The Gospel of John 
That You May Have Life 

 
Wednesdays in Lent:  11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

February 14 - Ash Wednesday      That You May Have Life  
 
     These are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  
     and that through believing you may have life in his name.  20:31 
 
     Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life Those who believe in me, even though    
     they die, will live,  and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  11:25-26 
 
“LIFE” is an important word and concept in John’s gospel. He uses the word 47 times.  It refers 
both to the kind of life Jesus comes to offer (I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly. (10:10), and eternal life (3:16).   
 
And, according to John, eternal life is NOW (realized eschatology).  The last chapter has been 
written. Jesus wins, therefore we win!  We need not worry about our eternal well-being. Jesus 
has taken care of that and has given us back the world of today – NOW.  
 
What does your NOW include?  Joy? Sadness?  Then how do Jesus’ words about life abundant 
and life NOW sound to you? Know that whatever your NOW includes Jesus means for you to 
know forgiveness, hope, love and a life with a high purpose, and all of these translate into a life 
of joy and peace. 
 
 
February 21 The Word Became Flesh John 1:1-18    
 
     In him (the Word) was life, and the life was the light of all people.   vs. 4 
 
     And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a  
     father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  vs. 14 
 
WORD – the heart, character, will and creative mind of God – is personified in Jesus. 
 
At creation, God spoke the world into being.  God spoke to humankind through prophets and in 
“many and various ways (Hebrews 1:1).  And, finally and ultimately, God spoke to us in a 
person.  If you want to know what God looks like, what God desires from us – look at Jesus, 
follow him, walk like Jesus, talk like Jesus, do what Jesus would do, and in doing so find LIFE! 
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February 28 Water Into Wine   John 2:1-11   
 
     “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become    
     drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  vs. 10 
 
John’s gospel has been described as “a wading pool in which a child could splash and an ocean 
in which an elephant could drown.”  Even this seemingly accessible, simple slice-of-life story 
has deep, deep symbolic meanings for those who would plumb its depths. The miracles of Jesus 
are said to be “signs”, and a sign points to a reality beyond itself. 
 
A wedding party – one of the most joyous occasions in that day.  But in the midst of the 
celebrating there is a problem – the wine runs out.  Sounds like a parable of this life of ours, 
doesn’t it?  In this life, sooner or later, the wine always runs out. Whatever the gains, life 
inevitably entails losses. We grow up and old. Children lose their innocence. Parents see their 
kids leave home. If we’re lucky enough never to become unemployed, still, one day we will have 
to retire. Our bodies eventually lose the battle against gravity. Aches and pains become more 
frequent. And no one gets out of this life alive. The wine always runs out. Add all the technology 
you like, human resources come to an end. That’s the bad news. 
 
The good news – the great news: at human extremity are the abundant and overflowing 
resources of God. 
 
 
March 7  The Way, The Truth, The Life John 14:1-7     
   

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. vs. 6 
 

“I Am” – ego emi – a hugely important concept in John’s gospel. John intends for us to make the 
connection with what God said to Moses: “God said to Moses, ‘I Am Who I Am.’ So say to the 
Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  Exodus 3:14 

 
John places these words of God to Moses on the lips of Jesus at least 18 times.God’s name, given 
to Moses, is I AM – Yahweh.  It’s the personal name for God, the name so revered that no 
faithful Jew would speak that name.  But Jesus utters it over and over, claiming that he is I AM – 
blasphemy to those who heard him.  But it is Jesus’ way of connecting himself with God:  
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  14:9 
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March 14  No Greater Love     John 15:12-17  
  
     “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater  
     love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  vs. 12,13 
 
Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us very little about what Jesus said and did in that upper room in 
Jerusalem on the night of his betrayal. John, however, gives us 5 chapters on the subject – nearly 
25% of his gospel is devoted to Jesus’ final preparation of his disciples for what is to come.  
There is a great urgency about it all. 
 
There is the foot-washing, which we will look at on Maundy Thursday.   
 
There is the promise of the Comforter.  Here, I believe, John is using Jesus words to speak to 
John’s community, people being oppressed, people wondering why Jesus didn’t return as he said 
he would “in this generation” (Luke 21:32), and why, considering how bad the times are, does he 
not he return now? 
 
How are we to live into an unknown future?  To these questions Jesus gives “the royal law” – 
“Love one another as I have loved you.” 
    
March 21  When God Is Silent John 14:18-30   
 
     Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you…The Holy Spirit will teach   
     you all things and remind you of everything I have said to you…Do not let your hearts be  
     troubled, neither let them be afraid.” vs. 18ff 
 
When you ask people to list those things they are most afraid of you tend to get the usual 
culprits:  snakes, spiders, heights, the dark, public speaking, a visit to the dentist, rejection ….. 
Another one frequently making people’s lists is sedatephobia. - the fear of silence.  “I’m afraid of 
only two things:,” someone said, “ cockroaches and silence.” 
 
“God, why are you silent when I need you.  I feel so alone.” Silence is not a happy thing if you 
are hurting and you want an answer and you want it now. 
 
But what if silence is just another language that God speaks? C.S. Lewis once said, “God 
whispers to us in our pleasures, but he shouts to us in our pain.”  Silence is just another language 
that God speaks. “Be still and know that I am God” is perhaps better translated, “Be still TO 
know that I am God.” 
 
We are never alone. Trust the silence – for what God does in us while we are waiting in the 
silence may be more important than what we are waiting for. 
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March 28 - Maundy Thursday  Jesus Washes the Disciples Feet 
     John 13:1-20   

 
     I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you…  If    
     you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  vs. 15, 17 
 
“Blessed” -  makarios – happiness, a sense of well-being, coming through serving others.  It’s a 
fundamental principle of the Christian faith.  Through service we find ourselves in a state of 
blessedness. Though the word is not used here, by everything that John has said thus far, we can 
say that in servanthood we find LIFE, abundant and full.   
 
For people who suffer depression, serving others can be one of the most effective therapies. 
 
 
March 29 - Good Friday It Is Finished      John 19:1-30   
 
     When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave  
     up his spirit.  vs. 30 
 
The focus of Matthew, Mark and Luke is on the Kingdom of God.  John’s focus is on Jesus the 
King. Jesus is pretty much in control and self-assured throughout the Gospel.  His true glory is 
shown in his suffering death on the cross, but even here and in the immediate events leading up 
to it, Jesus is in charge.  There is no agony in Gethsemane, no “Let this cup pass from me.” 
Soldiers shrink back and fall to the ground when they come to arrest Jesus.  Pilate and the 
religious leaders are “taken to school” by Jesus during the interrogation.  It is really they who are 
on trial, not Jesus. Matthew, Mark and Luke say that Jesus was too weak to carry his cross to 
Golgotha, so Simon of Cyrene was conscripted to carry it.  John says that Jesus carried his cross 
by himself. 
 
And there are his last words – actually one word in Greek:  tetelestai – “It is finished.”  The 
meaning is not, “It’s all over, I’m a goner.”  It’s not a sigh of defeat and dejection.  It’s a shout of 
victory:  “What I have come to do, the mission given to me is– accomplished!”   
 
 
APRIL 1 – Easter  Feed My Sheep  John 21:1-19  

 
After the crucifixion of their leader, dejected disciples go back to what they know best – fishing 
– but there is no joy or purpose in it. Now it’s just aimless activity undertaken in desperation. 
Their attempts at catching fish are unsuccessful, John’s way of saying that without Jesus they can 
do nothing. 

 
Then Jesus comes and there is a large catch.  Jesus provides and does so abundantly (153 large 
fish!), even as he did in turning water into wine. His sufficiency is always more than enough in 
our inadequacy. 
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Then comes the very poignant exchange between Jesus and Peter. Three times Jesus askes Peter, 
“Do you love me?”  It is a symbolic undoing of Peter’s threefold denial of Jesus. 

 
All is not lost.  It’s a rebirth for Peter. It’s a new day for the Gospel.  There is a new call to a new 
mission – “Feed my sheep.” 

 
 


